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From Your Editor

This time my column will be shorter than usual — mostly for
space reasons... But do not take that imply that we have a lot
backlog in terms of available articles to publish — quite to the
contrary: We have fewer articles in the queue than we’ve had in
a long time. If you sent in an article that has not been published
yet, the most likely reason is that | am holding it for a particular
occasion. For example, in the next issue, which should be mailed
around July 4" (I hope...), we will have a couple of articles that
correlate with the theme of American independence. For this
issue, for example, | was short and had to take some time to put
together a long-planned article on Goya’s Quinta. While T did
enjoy it, this probably added a delay to this issue’s publication
date. So, please, do send in your editorial contributions —articles
and pictures on your favorites, new acquisitions, items you
meant to share but did not get around to.... Remember, this
journal is what you contribute (reminds me of the saying “you
are what you eat...). If you contribute, you will make it (and the
EFOCC) prosper. If you don’t, you will get what you contribute.
It’s that simple...

Once in a while, 1 like to advertise that the position of the
Editor is ripe to be handed over to a new individual. While |
emphasize that | am committed to provide you a quality journal
to the best of my abilities, | would certainly appreciate if another
member could step up and take over the Editor’s duties, allowing
me to focus more on the website that is just as important, but
needs TLC to remain interesting and up-to-date. | promise the
new Editor as much training & handholding as needed for as
long as required.

As the weather gets warmer, the summer is quickly
approaching. I wish you all a happy Spring and Summer Season
and a lot of success in hunting for new EFOs...

Cemil®
On Auction 155 David Hunt

I have had the frustrating experience of buying an auction
lot only to find a similar lot that is more to my liking appear in
another auction a few weeks or months later. To reduce the
chance of that happening to you, at least within the context of
the EFOCC Auction, | have entered multiple lots of similar
stamps (to the extent my consignments allow) so you may
choose the lot you prefer. For example, this auction has three
lots of misperfed Black Jacks, Scott 3 (lots 1-3), one lot being
quite a nice unused pair. There are three lots of the Francis
Parkman precancelled imperf coil with varying miscuts (lots 27-
29) plus an un-precancelled misperfed line strip (lot 30).
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The 15¢ George Cohan stamp shows up in two lots. Lot 47
has the horizontal perfs shifted down and lot 48 has them shifted
up. There are also two lots of the 20¢ America’s Libraries, one
with a vertical misperf and the other with a nice two-way
misperf. Lots 104-106 are booklet panes of the 3¢ Prexie with
varying amounts of the plate number captured within the pane.
You can pick the one which suits your taste and budget. Better
yet, since the three panes have different plate numbers why not
bid on them all?

Lots 144-146 are each of the Family Planning black shift so
you can choose the ME block of 6 for having the largest shift,
lot 145 because it is a plate block (even though the plate number
just about disappears off the edge), or lot 146 where the two left
stamps are left (indeed) without denominations.

Sheets of EFOs are typically broken up by dealers to sell as
smaller units since they can make more money that way. Thus,
it is uncommon to find a sheet still intact as is lot 150. This sheet
shows almost half the stamps with blue trees in the right
background, instead of the green trees intended. This difference
was caused by too little yellow ink applied to those stamps. &

Rk ek Wk W 4 R 0. 6. 0. 6.0 6 ¢ ¢
EFO Post

I have over 1,000 singles and plate blocks/strips with misperfs,
color shifts, imperfs, etc., for sale. Tell me what you need. Stan
Goldfarb, 8520 Atwell Rd, Potomac, Maryland 20854,
stankatie2006Qgmail . com, (240)447-3853.
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Letters to the Editor

The headline for the article by David Anderson, “Why Are
There So Many EFOs on the Market”, in our last issue leaves an
unfortunate impression. In fact, there are not all that many EFOs
on the market, as the author goes on to prove in his article. As
he notes, only a tiny proportion of the billions of stamps
produced escape the printer in flawed form. I'd like to add a bit
of perspective to the story:

Flawed material (what we collectors like to call EFOs) is
endemic in the process of printing stamps -- or anything else. It
is created when presses start up, stop, when a web tears, when a
roll of paper is spliced to another, when the press runs out of ink,
when the plate wiping system goes awry, and in dozens of other
ways -- and we haven't even gotten to perforating yet; or the
forming of booklets and coil rolls. It used to be that the things
that could go wrong were relatively few, but as presses have
become bigger, more complex with integrated capabilities to
print multiple colors by different methods, and to do in-line
perforating, the number of things that can go wrong has grown
like topsy. Often a new press creates varieties that surprise even
the manufacturer.

The point is that if you visit a security printer you will find
boxes of what they call waste (which we call EFOs) at strategic
places on the production floor. To be sure, they try to minimize
it as it costs them money, but no matter what they do, they can't
eliminate it. So the task is not only to minimize it, but to catch it

(continued on p. 5)
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EFOCC Member Post Submission Form

Every EFOCC member is entitled to three free 35 word listings per year in the EFOCC Member Post. To use your free listing, please complete this form, and mail it to the
Editor. If you wish, you can also e-mail your request to the Editor.

Help With Members’ New Projects Submission Form

If you would like a free listing in The EFO Collector to help you with a new EFO project, please complete this form and mail it to the Editor. If you wish, you can also e-mail
your request to the Editor.

I am looking for

Name, address, e-mail:

The EFO Collector | www.e{occ.org’ January-March 2019 | 4



" Exhi]:)iting’ EFOCC Members
|| Soutlleastern Stamp Expo 2019, January 25-27, Peachtree Corners, GA

Charles J. O’Brien III, New York World’s Fair 1939, Large Gold & David H. Hill Grand Award, American First Day
Cover Society Award, Clark Federation Award, United States Stamp Society Statue of Freedom Award.

—

|| Charles J. O’Brien ITI, The Eagle Has Landed, Large Gold, American Philatelic Society Medal of Excellence, Post-1980,

American Philatelic Congress Award.

Douglas N. & Nancy B. Clark, The US Revalued Postal Stationery of 1971, Large Vermeil.

Sarasota National Stamp Expo 2019, February 1-3, Sarasota, FL, .
|| Alfredo Frohlich, Colombia: The Last Classic Issue - 1866, Gold, AAPE Exhibiting Excellence Award (Epilog). ||
Jean C. Stout, The Display and Proper Use of the U.S. Flag: Honoring Old Glory, Single Frame — Large Vermeil, AAPE

m Award of Honor.

Arthur J. Cole, Snoopy Loves to Get Mail, Single Frame — Silver, AAPE Creativity Award, AAPE Benninghoff Award,

|| Women Exhibitors Sterling Achievement Award.

. Garfielcl-Perry March Party 2019, March 15-17 , Strongviue , OH

Arthur J. Cole, Snoopy Loves to Get Mail, Single Frame — Silver-Bronze. n

. CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR EXHIBITOR MEMBERS!

Letters to the Editor

(continued from p. 3)

before it goes out the door with the vast majority of good product.
On balance, our stamp producers do a credible job. There are any
number of U.S. stamps where it is impossible to find any
collectible varieties.

When we do find them, chances are they will be on
definitives; what the USPS calls "mail use stamps”. Why?
Because they are produced in much larger numbers than
commemoratives, and over a much longer period of time. During
that time, presses will be surplussed, and new presses installed,
ink composition will vary as suppliers and environmental rules
change, and there is greater pressure to produce usable product to
keep post offices supplied with what the public needs.

So, in conclusion, the very small percentage of EFOs that do
reach collectors and the market may look like "Many", but in
truth, it is a trickle, not a flood. The impression of a flood is
enhanced by the fact that EFOs on the market tend to find their
way to a small number of dealers who understand, appreciate, and
have the knowledge to price them realistically. They also have a
carefully cultivated list of clients to whom to sell them, by direct
sale or by auction.

It only remains to note that "significance" is an issue here too.
Think of all EFOs as being in the shape of a mountain. The great
majority of EFOs on the market are relatively minor - interesting,
sometimes "visual”, but representing a minor production
problem. They are the expansive base of EFO collecting. At the
peak of the mountain are the relatively few catalog-listed errors.
As the mountain narrows between the base and the top, the
relative significance of the material increases. Most EFO

The EFO Collector | WWW.e{OCC.OI’g’

c= 2 = =

collectors may start at the base of the mountain, and from that
perspective, it may look like there is an awful lot of material to
collect. But the higher up the mountain your interests take you,
the harder it is to find good, collectible material.

John M. Hotchner
Great Falls, VA
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PLEASE NOTE: AUCTION 155 WILL

CLOSE ON APRIL 30™, 2014,
WHICH IS SOONER THAN USUAL
AFTER MAILING OF THIS ISSUE.

PLEASE REMEMBER T O BID!
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